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Hawai‘i House of Representatives 
Committee on Finance 
 
Pōʻakahi, Pepeluali​ 24, 2020 
Lumi ‘Aha Kūkā ​ 308 
Ke Kapikala Moku‘āina 
415 South Beretānia Street 
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi. 96813 
  
Re:  HB 2506 HB 1 - Relating to Vital Statistics 
 
Aloha Luna Ho‘omalu​ Luke, ​Hope Luna Ho‘omalu​ Cullen, ​and members of the House 
Committee on ​Finance: 
 
The Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs ​SUPPORTS​ HB 2506 HB 1. This bill proposes the 
establishment of a document recording a stillbirth to be issued upon request in addition to a 
certificate of fetal death. 

For Native Hawaiians, the cycle of life begins from conception on to birth, through life, to death, 
and beyond.  As such, it is culturally important to formally record a life, even in cases of 
stillbirth.  The loss of a baby due to stillbirth remains a sad reality for many families and takes a 
serious toll on families’ health and well-being.  A certificate of stillbirth can be a meaningful part 
of the grieving and healing process.  Existing State law only provides for a certificate of fetal 
death that alone may be a painful reminder of the tragic loss. 

In recognition of this need, the Association of Hawaiian Civic Club adopted Resolution 2017-40 
at its 58th Annual Convention entitled “Strongly urging the State of Hawai‘i Department of 
Health to issue a certificate of stillbirth in addition to a certificate of fetal death.” 
(see attached).  Thus, the Association respectfully urges your committee to ​PASS​ ​HB 2506. 
  



The civic club movement was founded in 1918 by Congressional Delegate Prince Jonah Kūhiō 
Kalanianaʻole with the creation of the Hawaiian Civic Club; the Association was formally 
organized in 1959 and has grown to a confederation of over sixty (60) Hawaiian Civic Clubs 
located throughout the State of Hawaiʻi and the United States.  The Association is the oldest 
Hawaiian community-based grassroots organization.  The Association is governed by a 
16-member Board of Directors; advocates for improved welfare of Native Hawaiians in culture, 
health, economic development, education, social welfare, and nationhood; and perpetuates and 
preserves language, history, music, dance and other Native Hawaiian cultural traditions. 
 
Mahalo ​for allowing us to share our ​manaʻo​. 

  

Me ka ‘oia‘i‘o, 
  
  
 Hailama Farden 
 Pelekikena 
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HouseCommittee on Finance

Monday, February 24, 2020
1:00pmConference Room 308
State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

Re: HB2506HD1RELATING TO VITAL STATISTICS

AlohaChair Luke,Vice-Chair Cullen,and members of the Housecommittee
onFinance:

SUPPORTSHB2506HD1.This bill 
for an act willrequires the department of health to issue a certificate of 
stillbirth issued in the case of a stillbirth, upon request of the parentorparents.
At its 58th annual convention, the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs 
adopted resolution 2017-40,strongly urging the State of Hawaii Department of 
Health to issue a certificate of stillbirth in addition to a certificate of fetal 
death.

The acknowledgmentof thestillbirthlife of a child through certificates can 
provide meaningful support totheohana.

Founded in 1964, PKHCC was organized topromote the education and social 
welfare of people of Hawaiian ancestry and objectives include supporting high 
ethical standards in business, industry and the professional fields of enterprise.

PKHCC urges the committees to PASSHB2506HD1.

Me ke aloha,

A.Makana Paris
Pelekikena
president@pkhcc.or
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Roxane Stewart Individual Support No 
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Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
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Theodora Furtado Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill requesting the Department of Health to issue a birth certificate for a still 
born child.  If they take the time to issue a death certificate, it is even more important 
that they recognize the fact that the child was born first.  Cost should not be a concern 
but rather the need to malama the griefing parents who nurtured this child for nine 
months and will feel this loss for a life time.. 

Thank you for your time 
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Donna K Santos Individual Support No 
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Juanita Kawamoto 
Brown 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Luke and Vice Chair Cullen and members of the House Finance Committee 
, 

I am testifying in support of HB 2506 HD 1. As a native Hawaiian and a mother and 
grandmother the genealogy of my ohana should clearly be able to track the medical 
conditions that impact the future generations.  All families need to have the opportunity 
to recognize, identify, celebrate and mourn, every important moment in the existence of 
their ohana. Please pass this bill. 

  

mahalo for the opportunity to testify, 

  

Juanita Mahienaena Brown Kawamoto 
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Doris Segal Matsunaga Individual Support No 
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